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January 22, 2026

To the People of Oklahoma,

Under Oklahoma’s primary election system today, Democratic voters pick Democratic nominees
in party primaries, Republican voters pick Republican nominees in party primaries, and
Libertarian voters pick Libertarian nominees in party primaries. The three parties’ candidates
then face off in the November general election along with any Independent candidates who file.

But State Question 836 would end this system. Instead, all Oklahoma candidates for an
office—Democrats, Republicans, Libertarians, and Independents—would be placed on a single
“jungle primary” ballot. All voters would participate in that single election, and the two
candidates receiving the most votes, regardless of party, would proceed to the general-election
ballot.

That would mirror California elections.

We, the undersigned, strongly oppose that proposal.

First, SQ 836 is not what its proponents claim. This is not an “open primary” where you get to
pick which party primary you participate in each cycle. Further, SQ 836 will likely reduce voter
participation in Oklahoma. Average voter turnout in California’s primary elections is actually
lower today than it was before the adoption of that state’s chaotic SQ 836-style system. Finally,
the system does not produce “moderate” candidates but instead helps candidates advance to the
November ballot by appealing to fringe voters during the multi-candidate first round of voting,
as can be seen by the results of California elections.

Second, the practical effect of SQ 836 is to limit voter choices. Under SQ 836, there is virtually
no chance any Libertarian or Independent candidates will ever be placed on a November
general-election ballot in a competitive race. And, in many cases, SQ 836 would limit voter
choice in November to two members of the same political party, as happens routinely in
California in state and federal elections.

Third, SQ 836 will produce absurd outcomes in defiance of voter preferences. Had SQ 836 been
in place in 2018, Oklahomans would have had to choose between two Democrats for governor
that November, because the Republican vote was split among 10 candidates in the primary.
Thus, even though 452,606 Oklahomans cast a vote for a Republican gubernatorial candidate
compared to just 395,494 for a Democrat, the 2018 general election would have involved only
two Democratic candidates.

SQ 836 is bad policy and bad for Oklahoma. When asked to sign a petition to place SQ 836 on
the ballot, we urge voters to say, “No!”
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